Disadvantages of being armed
curved dagger to finish it off in front. In his hand he played
with a stout stick, the knob sheathed with fluted iron at one
end, a substantial weapon fashionable in the Pusht-i-Kuh.
Tassels from a black, green, and purple turban dangled round
his head. Behind him was a gun, for he alone among the
tribe had a permit, and he promised partridges for supper
next day: it was a harmless little weapon not fit for bigger
game.
" Why do you not get a permit, too, Mahmud?" said I.
" It has its disadvantages," said my host, with one of the
rare and charming smiles that lit up his heavy dark face.
" If a malefactor comes along, and I have a gun, I am supposed
to do something and questions are asked: and if I do something,
I get into trouble and feuds with his tribe, who take his part.
But if I am unarmed, the police cannot expect me to help
them, and anyone who is in trouble can come through my
territory without being arrested, and we all remain on friendly
terms after the police have come and gone. All we need
guns for are the wild pig."
" Do the police come often?"
" About once a month, or once in two months. Not often
unless they hear of any trouble."
" And what about Lakistan across the river; do they ever
go there*"
" Hardly ever. It is a bad country. But we can get you
across. My wife's mother's sister is settled there."
Apart from the treasure, and the lands across the river,
I wished also to visit the idolaters' country on the south, and
the lands of Shirwan on the north of me. I thought I would
make two preliminary expeditions in these directions so as to
pass the time unsuspected while waiting for my accomplice
from Baghdad.
We discussed the plan after supper, over glasses of tea in
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